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SKOPJE/VIENNA, 14 October 2023 - Rabbi Andrew Baker, Personal Representative on Combating Anti-Semitism, Associate Professor
Dr. Regina Polak, Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office on Combating Racism, Xenophobia and
Discrimination, made the following statement:

“The horrific Hamas terrorist attacks that shattered this week’s early Shabbat morning calm along Israel's southern border have
shocked the civilized world. The torture and murder of hundreds of innocent civilians—men, women, children, and the elderly—and
the forceable taking of dozens more as hostages to a fate unknown call to mind even the actions leading to the mass murder of Jews
in the dark days of the Holocaust.

The expressions of support and solidarity of religious leaders, including Muslims, from around the globe are greatly appreciated.
Nonetheless, there have been demonstrators in cities across the OSCE region that praise these heinous acts and “celebrate” the
murder of Jews. We have also witnessed a surge in antisemitism on social media, and Jewish individuals, communities and their
institutions are being threatened. We are grateful to the leaders and diplomatic representatives of many OSCE participating
States. We ask them all to carefully assess the heightened security concerns that their Jewish citizens face and do whatever is
necessary to address them.”
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